
Ritenour School District 

Proposition S:  Will Not Increase Tax Rate 

Sustaining Our Schools, Securing Our Future 

 

The Ritenour School District Board of Education voted unanimously at its Jan. 9, 2020 meeting to place a 
$19.5 million bond issue measure on the April 7, 2020, ballot. The bond issue, called Proposition S, will 
not increase the current tax rate. Voter approval would allow the District to borrow money to address 
pressing facility needs at all Ritenour’s elementary and middle schools and Ritenour High School.   

Ritenour has a long history of providing the best opportunities for its students.  The District continues to 
be strongly committed to that tradition.  Voter approval of Proposition S would allow the District to do 
the work necessary to adequately meet the learning needs of our students today and in the future. 

Proposition S would pay for construction, repairs, and renovations in Ritenour schools without raising the 
debt service tax rate. Funds from a bond issue CANNOT pay for salaries, benefits, supplies, utilities, or 
other operating costs. Passage of Proposition S would require approval by a four-sevenths majority, or 
57.14 percent, in the April 7 election. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions:   

Why is this being proposed?  

Ritenour has nearly one million square feet of school facilities with a replacement value of more than 
$300 million.  The average age of a Ritenour school is 50 years!  These buildings are safe and well-
constructed, but require extensive ongoing maintenance, repair and renovation just like our homes.  
Ritenour has a responsibility to ensure these facilities are properly maintained for future generations of 
students.  Ritenour must protect the value of the buildings in our district.  Because of solid financial 
management and a recent increase in property values, Ritenour can make repairs and renovations without 
raising the debt service tax rate for district residents.   

What is a bond issue?  

A bond issue is a traditional way for schools to borrow money to pay for major school maintenance and 
repair projects such as repairing tuckpointing, replacing HVAC units, addressing safety and security 
needs or making upgrades to worn-out areas. 

How do schools use bond issues to benefit students?  

Bonds allow schools to pay for costly repairs and renovation over time instead of having to pay all at 
once. They also allow schools to devote most of their day-to-day operating budgets for classroom 
instruction and student supports instead of major repair work. 

How can we complete these projects without raising the tax rate?  

Each year, Ritenour pays off old debt from previous bonds. As our loan balance decreases, we are able to 
borrow more money and pay it back using revenue from the existing tax rate.  Because of solid financial 
management, Proposition S will not raise this portion of the tax rate for Ritenour residents. Bonds are 
paid off over 20 years, similar to a mortgage on your personal home.  

 



What would happen if Prop S does not pass?  

Some maintenance and repair work would have to be deferred and most school renovation projects would 
be postponed indefinitely. The most critical maintenance and repair needs would still be addressed.  To 
pay for critical maintenance and repairs, more money would have to be spent from the day-to-day 
operating budget (the portion of the budget that normally pays for classroom instruction, teachers, staff, 
student supports and supplies).  

How old is the average Ritenour school?  

The average Ritenour school is now more than 50 years old!  Renovations have been done to the schools 
over time, but even the updates need to be addressed. Ritenour must protect the value investment that the 
community has made in the buildings in our district.  It will cost more in the future to address the needs 
that exist today.   

When was Ritenour’s last bond issue?  

In 2008 – all projects from that bond issue were completed as scheduled. Projects included the 
construction of the auditorium at Ritenour High School and the Ritenour School for Early Childhood 
Education, new libraries at Marion and Iveland, new playgrounds at all elementary schools, ADA 
updates, and safety and security improvements at all schools.   

How does a bond issue work?  

When voters approve a bond issue, Ritenour obtains bids and sells bonds to the purchaser who offers the 
lowest interest rate. The district uses the funds to complete the capital projects, and pays back the debt 
over time. This process is similar to a home loan. When you purchase a home, you borrow money at a 
specific interest rate. You make payments on that loan, which include principal and interest, over a period 
of years. A certain amount of your regular income is budgeted to make those payments. Refinancing the 
bonds also can occur during the payback period if interest rates make it financially beneficial for the 
District.  

Can the funds be used in any other way?  

No. Money from bond issues can only be used for capital expenses, such as major maintenance, repairs 
and renovations and equipment. Bond funds cannot be used for operating expenses such as salaries, 
benefits, transportation costs, utilities, textbooks or other supplies. 

How will residents in our community who don’t have students in Ritenour benefit from passing this 
zero rate increase bond issue?  

The school district in each community is an important part of maintaining high property values. High-
quality schools are one of the key components people look for when moving into a new community, and 
studies have confirmed the link between strong school districts and strong communities. A strong public 
school system protects property values, provides a qualified workforce and creates a better sense of 
community.   

How many votes are required for passage of Proposition S? 

Passage of Proposition S requires 57.14% (4/7) yes vote – not just a simple majority. 

 

 



 

Voter Information 
When is the election?  

Tuesday, April 7, 2020. Polls are open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Who may vote?  

Any Ritenour resident, 18 years or older, who has registered to vote in the Ritenour School District by 
March 11 may vote in this election.  

How do I register to vote?  

Anyone needing to register may do so at any St. Louis County library, at motor vehicle registration 
offices and the St. Louis County Board of Elections office located at 725 Northwest Plaza Drive, St. Ann, 
Mo.  63074. To register you must be a U.S. citizen, 17 1/2 years of age (18 years old by election day), and 
a resident of St. Louis County. The deadline to register to vote in the April 7 election is Wednesday, 
March 11.  For more information, visit https://www.stlouisco.com/Your-Government/Elections/Voter-
Registration   

Where can I vote?  

Just prior to the election, each registered voter receives a postcard from the Board of Elections office 
designating the polling place for the voter. 

Can I vote absentee?  

Yes. Absentee voting begins Feb. 25. Absentee voting information is available on the St. Louis County 
website:  https://www.stlouisco.com/Your-Government/Elections/Voting-in-StLouis-County/Absentee-
Voting 

How will Prop S appear on the ballot?  

PROPOSITION S 

 

 For purposes of providing safety and security upgrades to school 
buildings, improving schools with updated energy efficient HVAC systems, 
tuckpointing and making necessary maintenance and renovations to exterior 
building envelopes, improving playgrounds at elementary school buildings and 
renovating existing school facilities, shall the Board of Education of the Ritenour 
School District, St. Louis County, Missouri, borrow money in the amount of 
Nineteen Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($19,500,000) and issue general 
obligation bonds for the payment thereof, resulting in a zero rate change to the debt 
service property tax levy. If this proposition is approved, the adjusted debt service 
levy of the school district will remain $0.91 per one hundred dollars assessed 
valuation of real and personal property. 
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